[image: image1.jpg]Japirn Hollidiys
BT o




Japan Spring Edition News Letter 2010

Newsletter Highlights in this Edition
1).. National Holidays in Japan for the next three months : 

            - May:

              * 03 (Mon.) = Constitution Memorial Day

              * 04 (Tue.) = Greenery Day

              * 05 (Wed.) = Children's Day

              Please note that April 29 to May 5 is acknowledged as Golden Week in Japan and most offices will be closed during this period.
            - June:

              * No national holidays 

            - July:

              * 19 (Mon.) = Marine Day (Umi no hi)
2). Festivals in the coming months

May 14-16 Asakusa Sanja Festival, Asakusa Shrine, Tokyo

One of Tokyo’s three great traditional events, Asakusa Sanja Festival is one of the

country's largest portable shrine (mikoshi) festivals. Mikoshi of all sizes carried by men,

women and children are paraded through the streets of Asakusa. Other festivities

include a float parade of musicians playing flutes and drums, traditional street

dancing, and the Binzasara Mai - a dance praying for prosperity and abundant harvest

performed at the shrine

June 5 Atsuta Festival, Atsuta Shrine, Nagoya
Martial arts demonstrations and traditional entertainment performances are part of

the festivities of the shrine’s annual main festival. In the evening 365 lanterns are lit at

the main, east and west gates of the shrine creating a beautiful and mystical

illumination. Between 745pm and 900pm more than 1000 fireworks are be set off into

the night sky from a nearby park.
July 19 - Oct 3 Setouchi International Art Festival, Seto Inland Sea islands

This inaugural festival will showcase the unique traditions, lifestyles and cultures, and

beautiful scenery of the Seto Inland Sea’s seven islands and the port of Takamatsu,

through contemporary art. The festival will run for 100 days beginning on Japan’s

Marine Day, a national holiday held as a day of gratitude for the blessings of the sea

and the prosperity of Japan as a maritime nation.

3). Feature Property 
Shibuya Excel Hotel Tokyu
Shibuya Mark City Building, 1-12-2, Dogenzaka, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo  150-0043

The Shibuya Excel Hotel Tokyu is centrally located in the heart of Tokyo and 

directly connected to Shibuya Station. With six train lines running through 

the area (JR Line, Tokyu Toyoko Line, Hanzeomon Line, Ginza Line, Fukutoshin 

Line, Keio Inokashira Line), the hotel's location is extremely convenient for 

business and leisure travelers.

Guest rooms are a calm and functional space where guests can relax after

a long day of business or sightseeing. In their effort to accommodate various 

guests, the hotel prepares several types of guest rooms, such as Single,

Twin, Triple and Fourth (Quad) rooms. In addition, there is a Ladies Floor for

female guests only and an Excel Floor on the higher levels that require 

a security key card for entry onto the floor. Complimentary high speed 

internet is available in all guest rooms. 

Shibuya is the heart of the Tokyo fashion scene and continues to set 

the latest trends. There are many popular youth spots located around the hotel, 

such as the Shibuya Center-Gai, Spain-zaka, and Koen Street. Visitors can also

take a short trip over to various other popular hip and trendy sections of 

Tokyo, such as Harajuku, Omotesando, and Daikanyama. Guests can also relax at

peaceful and quiet locations such as the Oasis at the Meiji Shrine or 

Yoyogi Park.

Stay at the Shibuya Excel Hotel Tokyu and have yourself 

an enjoyable stay in Tokyo.

Limited Term Special Rate: 
Term: April 1, 2010 - September 30, 2010
For additional information, please contact Japan Holidays.

4). Improved Narita Airport Access


Scheduled to debut in July 2010, and reaching speeds of up to 160 km/h, the new Keisei Skyliner will reduce the transportation time from Nippori to Narita Airport from 51 minutes to 36 minutes! In addition, passengers will be able to enjoy more convenient, comfortable access between Narita Airport and Greater Tokyo with expanded train services. >From March 2010 the Narita Express (N'EX) will feature increased departures from key areas such as Yokohama, Shibuya and Shinagawa!
Contact Japan Holidays for further information.
5). Important Notice Regarding ATM Withdrawals
Please note that due to regulatory changes, Seven Bank has decided to discontinue their cash withdrawal service for certain overseas issued cash cards and credit cards from their ATM machines from Dec 14 2009. The cards affected are MasterCard, Cyrus and Maestro. The following cards will still be accepted at their ATM machines: VISA, VISA PLUS, American Express, JCB, China UnionPay, Discover, and Diners Club.


Contact Japan Holidays for further information.

6). Kabuki theatre renovations
Tokyo’s Kabukiza (kabukitheatre) will close for major renovations following the

April 2010 performances. The new theatre is scheduled to open in the northern spring of 2013.
7). Japan Fashion Week in Tokyo

Japan Fashion Week in Tokyo sees the classic catwalk debut of new Spring collections from over 100 top fashion houses and brands.
Japan Fashion Week is held yearly in October.

Along with such cities as London, New York, Paris and Milan, Tokyo ranks as one of the world’s great fashion and trend-setting centers. With the coming of spring and new collections from the major designers, Tokyo once again offers visitors a chance to see the next big things in fashion and future trends.

Since 2005, TOKYO GIRLS COLLECTION has brought together most of Japan’s top designers and pop-culture icons for a completely unique event - part concert and part fashion show - unlike any other in the world. This time, attendees will be able to purchase the outfits worn by the models on the spot by accessing the official website of TGC.
TGC is held yearly in April and September.

Contact Japan Holidays for further information on Tours to Japan Fashion Week.
8). Did you know that you can experience Sumo not only at the Kokugikan in Tokyo in May, September and January  but you can also catch Sumo in April at the Yasukuni Shrine Sumo Tournament or in November at the Meiji Jingu Autumn festival.
Tournaments are also held in Fukuoka, Osaka and Nagoya.

Aside from the Tournaments check with Japan Holidays regarding a visit to a Sumo stable and witness the great men in training for their next ‘basho.’
Contact Japan Holidays for further information
